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February 28, 1961 
AIRMAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY 


Honorable Kenn< 
Mayor - 

_CityJblL_ 
Athens, Ohio 




My dear Mayor: 


The Honorable Robert K. Gray, Vice President, Hill 
and Knowlton, Incorporated, Washington, D. C., has 
advised me of your desire for a statement concerning 
your city's Annual Police-Fire Appreciation Day. I 
am enclosing a message which you may feel free to use 
in connection with this event. It was a pleasure to be 
of assistance to you. ' 7 7 
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Sincerely yours, 

LL Edgar Hoover 
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Enclosure 



1 - Cincinnati (sent with cover letter) 
1 - Miss Gandy (sent with cover letter) 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record with respect to _ 

| It is noted a telegram was requested but inasmuch as it is not tS 
be usedTuntil Friday, March 3, it was deemed proper to send a regular 
statement in the interest of economy. The suggested draft telegram was 
>not used in view of some of the language it contained and because of 
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NOTE CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 







Honorable Kenneth Lands 


NOTE: continued 

its length. It was noted, howeyer, that the people concerned with 
this Appreciation Day Chose to consider firemen as being part of 
that group upholding the principles of law and order and our state¬ 
ment was couched in similar terms. See letter of same date to 
Honorable Robert K. Gray. 












March 3, 1961 


► 


ft is with pleasure that I extend warm greetings to the 
citizens of Athens and to the members of the Athens Police and Fire 
Departments on the occasion of your "Annual Police-Fire Appreciation 
Day." 


Each year the task of law enforcement becomes more 
intense, complex, dangerous and challenging. The incidence of crime 
continues at a high rate, and the situation is complicated by the tragic 
factor of disregard for law on the part of increasing numbers of 
juveniles. 


In the face of the problems confronting the men who are 
dedicated to upholding law and order, it is most reassuring to see 
meetings such as yours, for they provide an excellent forum to spot¬ 
light these problems and to develop solutions to them. A better 
understanding of each other's aims, desires and purposes will engender 
the wholehearted cooperation which is vitally necessary if each of us is 
to successfully fulfill his responsibility. 

All of my associates in the FBI join me in wishing you 
a most successful program, and we extend to you our complete co¬ 
operation in achieving the common goal of effective law enforcement. 


Tolson _ 
Parsons . 

Mohr_ 

Belmont . 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
DeLoach 

Evans _ 

Malone _ 
Rosen _ 


1 - Cincinnati 
1 - Miss Gandy 
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Honorable Hobart < ^«»0ray 
Vice President 
sashington Operation.: 

Hill and xvnowiton, Lie, 

<.000 ,t£*th street, Northwest 
'.a^hington 8, D. C. 


Dear Bob: 


1 have received your letter of 
February 20, 1281, with enclosures, and in 
response to your request, it is a pleasure to 
furnish a statement to the Honorable r.ennetn 
lands for use in the Athens, OhioT^nnual 
"•--Solice- £ ire A ppr eciation Day. I am enclosing 
' "copies of my corret pondence with i-Ar. Lands. 

Siacoroly, 




Tolscn_ 

Parsons_ 

Mohr_ 

Belmont_ 

Callahan_ 

Conrad- 

DeLoach_ 

Evans ,-:- 

Malone_ 

Rosen - 

Tavel_ 

Trotter_ 

W.C. Sullivan- 

Tele. Room- 

Ingram- 

Gandy . . ___ 


Enclosures (2) 

V 

1 - Cincinnati - Enclosures (5) 

1 - Miss Gandy - Enclosures (2) 



NOTE: Mr. Gray is on the Special Correspondents r List. See 
letter of same date to Honorable Kenneth Lands, Mayor of Athens, 
Ohio. 
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DRAFT WIRE 





The Honorable Kenneth Lands 
Mayor of Athens 
City Hall 
Athens, Ohio 

On the occasion of the Athens Police-Fire Apprecia¬ 
tion Day I want to commend you, the civic groups, the 
businesses and industries, and the citizens of Athens 
for setting aside a day to show your gratitude to the 
gallant men who 24 hours a day guard the lives, property 
and honor of your community. 

In an era of increasing moral problems, in which 
we see many parts of our nation engulfed in a grave rise 
in crimes of violence, vandalism and juvenile deliquency, 
Americans need to give more expressive recognition and 
encouragement to the men of their home protective forces, 
who are doing so much to uphold the traditional American 
principles of law and order. 

It is deeply reassuring to see the citizens of an 
alert community publicly saluting these men, and paying 
tribute to the daily hardships and risks they assume* 

I would hope that this spirit will continue to 

spread, and play a part in building a greater national 

consciousness of the problems we face and our responsi- 

\ 

bilities in meeting them. 

(mor e) 

ENCLQ^u::r 






2 




I extend my warmest congratulations to 
of Athens, and individually to every member 
Police and Fire Departments. 


the citizens 
of your 


J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 






I understand that Avery McBee discussed briefly 

( with you our desire to obtain a telegram from J. Edgar 
Hoover to the Mayor of Athens, Ohio, on the occasion 
of Athens 1 Annual Police-Fire Appreciation Day. Here 
is some background on this event. 

The observance was begun some years ago by the 
management of the Royal McBee Corporation plant, the 
largest employer in Athens, in the form of awards to 
the outstanding policeman and fireman of the year. 

Since then it has grown in importance. This ye ar 
Royal McBee is joined by the Kiwanis, the Rotary, the 
Lion’s and the Junior Chamber of Commerce in staging 
the event. ( * 

Instead of recognizing ah individual policeman 
and fireman, the day will be set aside as a civic 
tribute to the entire Police and Fire Departments. 

The Mayor of Athens is proclaiming Friday, March 3, as 
the Athens Police-Fire Appreciation Day. At a dinner 
climaxing the day, equipment will be presented to both 
l Departments as a token of the citizens’ esteem. This 
equipment is purchased by the sponsoring organizations. 

While the evening dinner is in progress for all 
the policemen and firemen, their civilian auxiliary 
counterparts will be patrolling the streets and man¬ 
ning the fire equipment. 

We believe that such an annual day of apprecia¬ 
tion is unusual, if not unique, and would warrant 
being brought to Mr. Hoover’s attention in view of his 
keen interest in upgrading the status and profession¬ 
alism of law enforcement officers to achieve a higher 
level of crime prevention and detection. 

(more) 
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Robert K* Gray 
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I am attaching a draft wire which you might want to suggest 
to Mr. Hoover. Please feel free to edit it in any way you feel 
might make it more acceptable to Mr. Hoover. 


VS 

P . J . B . 


cd 

Attachment 






